
The wonderful thing about our 
newsletter is that it is a fabulous 
opportunity to celebrate all the 
amazing things that our staff and 
students do and achieve.  Whether 
it be supporting families in our lo-
cal community through the Christ-
mas hamper and stocking cam-
paign or working as an Anti-
Bullying Ambassador, it is lovely to 
see our students displaying such 
kindness.   
 
This is the case for our current            
students, but also our ex-
students.  Last week Morton, one 
of our former ‘Head Boys’ came 
back to talk to our year 11 Plati-
num Academy about the                         
importance of resilience.  Now in 
his twenties, Morton is an Officer 
in the RAF.  He gave an inspiration-
al talk about what his experiences 
have taught him about pushing on 
and being successful. We are so 
fortunate to have incredible for-
mer students like Morton, who are 
prepared to give up their time to 
support our current students. 
 
An exciting new development we 
are planning is the ‘Winter Lecture 
Series’.  This will bring in experts 
from a variety of fields to talk to 
and inspire our students. This will 
range from astrophysics to global 

politics and peacekeep-
ing.  There will be further de-
tails on this in the next edition 
of the newsletter. 
 
We must also take this oppor-
tunity to say a huge well done 
to year 11 for the way in 
which they are approaching 
their mock exams.  They are 
completely focused and work-
ing so hard.  They really are a 
credit to themselves and we 
look forward to celebrating 
their results in the new year! 
 
Congratulations to the year 7 
girls’ football team who won 
the district tournament this 
week.  What an amazing 
achievement.  Finally, we look 
forward to seeing year 8 par-
ents and carers next week at 
the consultation evening.  It’s 
always great to have the op-
portunity to discuss the pro-
gress your child is making with 
you. 
 
As always, thank you for your 
ongoing support. 
 
Shaun Allison &                                              
Chris  Woodcock  
Co-Headteachers 
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Year 7 

Year 7 students have had an engaging start to KS3 Geography by embedding the 

learning and development of key geographical skills, such as map skills, into                     

a unit of work exploring some of the most unique, interesting and extreme                  

environments in the world. Students study a variety of extreme global locations 

such as Mount Everest, Virunga National Park and Death Valley and use these 

settings to develop an understanding of how humans and the environment                  

interact and impact on each other, whilst also considering how sustainable               

human life is in some of these locations.  

Curriculum Spotlight 



Geography 

The Durrington Journey 

 

“Geography is interesting as we are learning 

about different types of environments and 

landscapes. It’s fun as you learn so much 

which is new.” Milan in year 7 

 

“I’ve enjoyed learning about Mount Everest 

and other places on the planet which are              

extreme.” Sonny in year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You learn about cool places in the world and get to improve your map skills 

and  knowledge of the world we live in.” Madison in year 7 



 

#Year8 

Curriculum spotlight  

Year 8 

 

During the first half of the Autumn term year 8s focused on the significant                     

geographical issue that is climate change. The students explored historical                  

climate change using past data to examine the natural and anthropogenic                

drivers of our climate, before studying the predicted future implications of               

climate change on a global scale. Having studied the role of fossil fuels in                 

driving climate change, students went on to study a variety of alternative                       

energy production options including nuclear, solar and wind. They also                       

assessed the viability of these alternatives by considering the positives and 

negatives of each.  

 

 

 

This half term students have moved on to looking at the geographical spread 

and impact of diseases. By using a variety of case studies, including COVID-19, 

students are exploring how globalisation has increased the likelihood of disease 

spread, and how diseases can have economic and environmental impacts                              

beyond just their social reach. They will also explore how the type of disease is 

linked to the level of development of the country and how international aid is 

being used to control and eradicate diseases.  

 



#TeamDurrington 

Geography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Learning more about climate change is really interesting, such as what would 

make the ice caps melt, and the effects of climate change around the world.” 

Maddie in year 8 

 

“I like learning about different countries, how people live, and the diversity of 

living conditions.”  

Archie in year 8 



 

Year 9 

 

Year 9s started their year studying  some 

of the most significant and core elements 

of Geography, developing an understand-

ing of the earth's structure and the theory 

of continental drift.  

 

From this understanding they went on to 

study the theory behind a variety of                 

tectonic hazards such as volcanic                         

eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis.  

 

Students also looked at example case studies of each type of hazard, learning 

how to differentiate between primary vs secondary effects, and short vs long 

term responses.  

 

The year 9s were also given the opportunity to develop their comparative 

writing skills, comparing case studies and exploring reasons for differences in 

destruction etc. such as wealth.  

Going beyond our best 

Curriculum spotlight  



 

 

 

This half term the students are studying a 

range of atmospheric and other non-

tectonic hazards. Examples of this include 

tropical storms, tornadoes, forest fires 

and avalanches.  

 

Students will study the formation of 

these hazards and case studies of real life 

examples to gain an understanding of the 

devastation they can cause.  

 

This unit of work will also begin to look at the impact of climate change (linking 

back to work in year 8) on our atmosphere and the implications for events such 

as extreme weather in the UK and the frequency/severity of tropical storms.  

 

“I like geography because we have been learning about natural hazards/

disasters and it is very interesting.” Daisy in year 9 

 

 

 

#DHSGeography 

 Geography 



 

#GCSEGeography 

Curriculum spotlight 

 

Year 10 

 

The year 10s began their GCSE geography course following on from their                

studies in year 9 and looked deeper into the opportunities and challenges 

faced by urban areas in contrasting countries.  

 

They reviewed their work on the social, economic and environmental                        

challenges of LIC urban areas such as Mumbai, and then moved on to study    

the challenges facing UK cities (with a particular 

focus on Newcastle) in regards to social                     

deprivation, regeneration and environmental 

impacts.  

 

 

 

“I love geography because it teaches me more 

about how day to day life is in other countries, 

and I get to learn more about the environment 

too, which is so important.”  

Naledi in year 10 

 

 



#proudofDHS 

GCSE Geography 

 

“I chose geography as a GCSE because I find the topic interesting and useful as I 

can learn more about the world and our future. I also enjoy the specific topics 

we have learnt at school in this subject.”  

Seline in year 10 

 

“I really enjoy GCSE geography because there are loads of opportunities such as 

school trips in this country and abroad.”  

Alfie in year 10 



 

Year 11 

 

Year 11s have started their second physical geography unit which builds on 

students previous knowledge. Focusing on the Jurassic coastline of Dorset, 

the students examine the physical processes that shape our coastline, and 

have learnt how to provide detailed and sequential explanations of how      

landforms are created.  

 

They have also studied in detail the variety of hard and soft engineering   

strategies available to protect coastal areas from erosion, and evaluated the 

strategies used in Bournemouth as a case study of coastal defence.  

 

This half term they are examining the evidence that much of the UK was once 

glaciated during the last Ice Age. By studying the UK landscape the students 

are learning how glaciers form, move and shape our landscape, and they will 

then move on to give detailed explanations on the formation of various                  

glacial landforms of erosion and deposition.  

 

This unit of work ends by looking at the Lake District as an example of a                    

previously glaciated landscape. They will focus on the different land uses/

economic activities available in this area, before moving on to study the                  

impact of tourism and the management of these impacts.  

#Aspiration 

Curriculum spotlight 



“The geography department works so hard and are always helping to make our 

learning as easy and as efficient as possible, they always put us first and it 

makes a massive difference to my outlook on the subject.”  

Jessica in year 11 

 

“I chose the subject of geography due to my personal interest in the way the 

world works and is formed. Trips that I have been given the opportunity to go 

on are the Iceland trip which I will be going on next term.”   

Ethan in year 11 

#Perseverance 

 GCSE Geography 



 

 

Last week the geography team led the week’s assemblies and spoke to all the 

students across the school about the 29th United Nations Climate Change 

Conference, known as COP29, which took place from 11th to 22nd                            

November in Azerbaijan. 

Extreme weather events across the globe were talked about, including the 

effect on the population who have endured these extremes in weather, and 

also about the simple things we can do, as individuals, and as a school, to       

reduce our own carbon footprint. 

 

#COP29 

Curriculum spotlight 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography extra-curricular 

The geography department runs a number of trips to different locations 

throughout KS3 and 4, ranging from local fieldwork studies in Worthing town 

centre and coastline, a residential weekend visit to Dorset where students 

study the natural landscapes such as Durdle Door, to the ultimate experience 

being a residential trip to Iceland that will depart again this year at Easter,                     

giving students the opportunity of a lifetime. 

#EducationalTrips 

Geography 



Christmas Charity Appeal 
 
 
 
 
Christmas hampers and stockings are an annual tradition here at                        
Durrington High School and our Student Senior Leadership Team are 
launching this charity event again for Christmas 2024. 
 
Kindness is one of our KAPP values here at DHS, by definition it means 
giving to and caring for others. This is not just within our school building 
but within our community as a whole.  
 
Following the Durrington tradition our Christmas hampers will go to                  
local charities and foodbanks, whilst our Christmas stockings will be                
delivered to our local primary schools. 
 
Therefore, by donating anything that you can, you are providing                  
happiness to our local community due to your kindness!  
 
How can you help? 
For the hampers we ask that you bring in any toiletries that you can give. 
For example: Hand wash, baby wipes, toothpaste, feminine hygiene 
products, shaving foam, toilet rolls, washing up liquid, deodorant etc. 
 
For the stockings, we ask that you bring in any young children’s toys that 
you can give. For example: Colouring books, small teddy bears, colouring 
pencils, reading books, mini-games, either new or in good condition. 

Going beyond our best 



Kindness@DHS 

 
“From the week beginning the 9th of December to it's conclusion on 
the following Friday, students and staff of Durrington High School have 
been tasked with decorating and filling their annual Christmas stock-
ings and hampers. Following our school tradition, tutors will be given a 
cardboard box to fill with toiletries and bathroom items, that will be 
gifted to various good causes around our area. The forms will each                 
decide how to decorate their hampers, with designs from previous 
years ranging from sleighs to chimneys to TARDIS's. The Christmas 
stockings are to be filled with toys and games that will be delivered to 
local primary schools by the SSLT. We urge as many people as possible 
to take part and give as much as they can.”  Joseph Waterer - SSLT 

 

Why is this an annual tradition at Durrington? 
 

To be kind 

 

There are lots of local children who simply 
won't have a Christmas like perhaps we do, by 
showing them kindness aligns strongly with 
our key core values and this small gesture 
means a great deal to them and their family.  



Curriculum spotlight 

 

Year 7 

 
Year 7 started their Durrington journey looking at one of the most significant 
events in British History, the Norman Invasion. Students  study the reason for 
the invasion, the conquest itself, including the Battle of Hastings and the                    
eventual outcome. This unit provides students with context about the                        
foundations of British society, ranging from control, the system of law and the 
changing role of the Church and Monarch. 

History@DHS 



 

 

History     

This half term the year 7s unit of study focuses on the social aspect of the later 
Medieval period. Students will study what Medieval England was like, why                       
religion was so important to people and how it influenced people's lifestyles, 
and also the growing power of the church. They will explore what women's 
lives were like in this time period, as well as how minority groups in England, 
such as the Jewish people, were treated. Finally, they will learn about two of 
the biggest events in Medieval history - the Black Death and the Peasants                     
Revolt. The students will understand how these events fundamentally changed 
the nature of British society and led to changing attitudes.  

 
“What I love about year 7 history is you get to 
learn the history of where you live and all the 
interesting facts about old Kings.”  
Archie in year 7 

 

“I enjoy history because it is a subject where 
you always learn something interesting.” 
Bradley in year 7 

 

“My favourite part about history is learning 
about English history and at the moment we 
are learning about the wars.”  
Myla in year 7 

#TheDurringtonJourney 



 

“I love history because it gives us the past of our country and tells us how we 

got to where we are today. It’s a lesson I always enjoy.” Caden in year  8 

Curriculum spotlight  

 

Year 8 

 

Imperialism is one of our key historical concepts during year 8 history. The     

students began the term studying and understanding why Britain wanted to 

develop an empire, and learnt about the earliest attempts at forming colonies 

in America.  

 

Students went on to explore Britain's journey to become a global superpower 

by case studies looking at India, Africa, Ireland and Australia. Within this, the 

students are investigating the methods Britain used to expand their Empire, 

how they changed the colonies they controlled, and began to discover why 

some countries wanted independence from the British Empire.  

 

The year 8s will be encouraged to form their own judgements about the                   

nature of the British Empire after investigating the facts and looking at a range 

of interpretations.  

 

They are also learning about how the Transatlantic Slave Trade was                                   

established, and the role Britain played in this. The students will then look at 

how the abolition movement grew and what led to the abolition of the Slave 

Trade within the British Empire.  



“I like history because it teachers you things you never knew you’d be learning 

about!”  Darcy in year 8 

History 

“I like that history covers a large range of topics which 

are important. Learning is fun and interesting, and                      

taking part in questions helps me learn key features.” 

Hollie in year 8 

 

“I chose to sign up to be a History Ambassador as                        

since I have been in primary school history has always 

fascinated me. It’s a wonderful subject as you learn 

about the past and see how times have changed, and      

the staff are incredibly kind and caring.”  

Poppy in year 8 

 

“History is such an interesting topic! Learning about               

William of Normandy to learning about the Transatlan-

tic Slave Trade. History is one of my key subjects I enjoy 

and I know lots of other people enjoy it as well.”  

Maison in year 8 

 

“I enjoy learning about history because you find out 

things that happened in the past and how it has gone 

on the shape the world today.”  

Harry in year 8 



Year 9 

Year 9s have been looking at one of the defining moments of the twentieth 

century with the rise to power of Adolf Hitler. During this unit of study,                    

students will investigate the circumstances in Germany that led to Hitler                     

being elected to power, and why exactly he was able to achieve this.  

 

Students are also investigating the methods that Hitler used to control the 

German people such as propaganda, terror, and the positives which he 

offered many people. These methods of control will be examined in detail as 

the year 9s will be expected to reach a judgment about how life changed for 

ordinary Germans.  

 

Once in power, Hitler took the world into a new global conflict. It was under 

this event that he stepped up his programme of genocide against the Jewish 

people. This event is still incredibly emotive and the students studies will                    

require them to be aware of the mature themes and issues surrounding this.  

 

They will also investigate the origins of the Holocaust and will look into the 

History of Anti-Semitism. These ideas will then be applied to the process of 

genocide undertaken by the Nazis. This will include an in depth look at the 

Nuremberg laws, Ghettoisation and the eventual development of death 

camps. Later this year there will be a trip to the Imperial War Museum to                

extend their learning. 

#Year9 

Curriculum spotlight 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I like history because I get to understand a lot of things that have happened in 

the world. I especially like to learn about WWI and WWII. History is very                        

interesting if you like to learn about what is going on, and what has gone on in 

the world.” Sonny in year 9 

 

What I enjoy about history is that it is so interesting. There is so much to learn 

about and we are currently learning about the holocaust and although it is                  

interesting it is also very sad. So far, my favourite thing I’ve learnt about is how 

Hitler rose to power and took control of Germany because it shows how easy 

people can get fooled and manipulated.” Thomas in year 9 

#DHSHistory 

 History 



 

“It’s interesting to study and learn about what happened in the past and 
how it contributed to the present.”  Dilara in year 10 

Curriculum spotlight 

 

Year 10 

 

Year 10s have started their GCSE course looking at the thematic study of Crime 

and Punishment in Britain.  This is designed to help students understand 

changes and continuity across a long time period.  

 

Our study takes place in the context of crime and punishment in Britain. Our 4 

periods of study are the Medieval period (1000-1500), Early Modern period 

(1500-1700), 18th and 19th Century Britain Industrial period (1700- 1800) and 

Modern Britain (1900-present).  

 

Students are investigating the reasons for change or continuity across these 

time periods by assessing the impact of factors such as Religion, the role of 

Government, the impact of individuals and societies attitudes. The year 10s will 

then be expected to explain the role of the different factors for what defined a 

crime, and why different punishments were used.  

 

 

“What I really love about history is learning many stories that led to change in 

our beautiful world. Many cultures forming together for our learning. I am so 

proud to be an ambassador for this department.”  

Ashton in year 10 



“I like history because it is interesting to learn about how society has changed 
for the better/worse.” Shay in year 10 

History GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“History helps my understanding about why everything is how it is, and what 

not to do, how to prevent it from repeating. It intrigues me and it’s personally 

my favourite subject as I learn people’s personal stories and experiences how it 

was for them and in their eyes how things happened.”  

Max in year 10 

 
 

“The reason why I became a History Ambassador 
was because I wanted to represent a subject I love 
and enjoy and introduce people to the finest parts                     
of history and show them how to enjoy it too.  
History is an important subject and deserves to be 
represented.”   
Freya in year 10 

 



#Classof2025 

Curriculum spotlight 

 

Year 11  

 

Year 11 started their term with a 50 year period study of the Cold War. The 
Cold War still holds significance in todays world and students will investigate 
the main conflicts that led to the new world order.  
 
The chronological sequencing of the events is particularly important and                        
students will be expected to explain why certain events happened, or what 
the consequences of events were. Topics studied include the Berlin Blockade 
and the eventual building of the Berlin wall, the Cuban Missile crisis as well as 
the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Work by Roza Atesogullari in year 11 

 



#Pride 

 History GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work by Bethany Evans in year 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work by Scarlett Dean in year 11 



 

#StudentLeadership 

Curriculum spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During November the history department delivered special Remembrance                     

assemblies to all the House groups. Two of our brilliant History Ambassadors 

took a lead role in these assemblies, Adam Cooper and Freddie Page, both in 

year 9, read out poignant extracts from the diary of Private Charles Blackmore.  



#StudentAmbassadors 

Humanities Ambassadors 

 

Our fabulous Geography Ambassadors: 

Ben Packham, Olli Waldron, Harrison Lyons, Nethini Gunasena, Jake 
Whitehouse, Arabella-Rose Peniston-Bird, Naledi Mwakaluka and Maisie Ed-
wards. 

Our brilliant History Ambassadors: 

Olivia Yard, Josie Upperton, Ashton Hegde, Freya Derbyshire, Dilara Roberston, 
Poppy Tulett, Adam Cooper, Amber Ledwidge, Holly Kennedy, Chloe-Marie 
Mannell, Shay Reeve, Katy Day, Theo Birri, Jake Whitehouse, Freddie Page, Max 
Enticott, Hollie MCCullough, Miraj Ahmed, Maison Fok, Ben Wain and Hollie 



National Cyber Security Centre 

 

 
 

 

Twenty year 8 girls took part in the NCSC's Cyber First competition last week. 
The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), a part of the Government                                
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), runs the CyberFirst Girls Competition 
to encourage more girls to consider Computer Science as an option at school 
and a career in cyber security. 
 
As we rely more and more on social media, online shopping and online services 
as part of our everyday lives, we need the right talent in place to protect us 
from online threats. The competition is designed for girls and those identifying 
as female in year 8 in England and Wales, as a way to introduce them 
to cyber security, why it matters and where it could take them.  

 

#Careers #DHSComputing 



 
 

Cyber First Competition 

 
 
The group was split into 5 teams and they spent their day working through a            
series of ever-increasing difficult challenges, set for the very best young                        
leaders, problem solvers, communicators and forward-thinkers, to complete as 
many of the challenges set by the NCSC.  
 
They were hugely successful and the scores they managed to achieve by the end 
of the day were the best ones we have ever reached in the three years of us               
entering the competition. Well done to all the girls who took part and we look 
forward to watching their futures in cyber security.  

 

 

 

The DHS Cyber Team: 

Maya Bennett, Ella Bexley,                                         
Isla Bowdery, Amelia Brown,                                 
Poppy Burford, Alexie Charles,                             
Ava Duarte, Sophie Hopkins, Poppy 
Jackson, Maddie Jones, Olivia Kelly, 
Eponine Larks, Isla Leadbetter,                         
Emily Lemon, Ruby Lovell, Lily McGill, 
Chloe Mitchell, Daisy Neal,                                    
Ruby Nederpel, Grace Packer and                             
Jessica Stavely. 

#TeamDurrington 



 

As part of our continued work in making sure the school is a safe and happy 
place for all our students, we were delighted to have taken part in the national 
anti-bullying week. Working alongside the Anti-Bullying Alliance and their            
country wide theme this year which was 'Choose Respect' students learnt more 
about bullying in both their SME lessons and assemblies.  
 
Alongside Siaana Hearn (our Senior Student Lead for Anti-Bullying) we                                   
delivered assemblies from 4th-8th November highlighting the importance of                  
anti-bullying, recognising the impacts and reminding the students of our school 
processes. Our 100+ school anti-bullying ambassadors have also been under-
taking some targeted work with their peers to highlight how and when they can 
access support if they need it in school.  

#Kindness 

National Anti-bullying week 2024 



#ComputerScience #PerformingArts 

 

#Respect 

‘Chose Respect’ 
 
As part of Anti-Bullying week our Anti-Bullying ambassadors took part in a task 
to have positive conversations with various students they didn’t know across 
the school. This allowed them to develop their confidence, communication and 
leadership skills, as well as giving the students they spoke to a boost of                        
kindness and confidence to speak with others. Below we have some comments 
from our ambassadors about the conversations they had.  
 
 
Poppy said “I really enjoyed the assemblies as they increased the awareness of 
bullying to all students, making it clear what are rules are and how to get                    
support if you see or experience incidents of bullying. I really enjoyed speaking 
to other students as it developed my confidence and helped me make new 
friendships.” 
 
 
Amy said “I aspire to be an excellent public speaker and to help others, having 
conversations with other students helped me develop my self-confidence and 
we are now good friends.” 

 
 
 
Imogen-May said “Anti-Bullying week was really important as some students’ 
experience bullying and we must give them confidence to be themselves, and 
odd socks day really celebrated this.” 
 
 
Grace said “Speaking to other students developed my confidence as I could 
hear their opinions and support them however needed. It made the other                    
students feel heard and helped develop their sense of community at                   
Durrington.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 15th November 2024 we also took part in the nationwide event of 
an Odd Socks Day.  Odd Socks Day is simple and fun and represents the chance 
for students and staff to demonstrate that they too are committed to                               
eliminating bullying in all its forms. Both staff and students fully engaged in this 
exciting day as you can see from the images. 
 
Amy-Louise said “Odd socks day was brilliant as it allowed us to embrace every-
one being different and this was then celebrated across the school. I also really 
enjoyed the conversations with other students finding out about their                  
interests, it helped me develop my confidence and I now see those students  
regularly.” 
 
James said “Anti-Bullying week was great as it recognised the issue of bullying 
and raised the importance standing up to the issue. Students were really                   
positive when speaking to me and felt happy and confident at Durrington, I also 
really enjoyed odd socks day.” 

#Anti-bullying Week  

National Anti-bullying week 2024 



#ComputerScience #PerformingArts 

 

#OddSocksDay 

Odd socks day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Siaana shared with students 'it was really important that we all supported 
the odd socks day as it shows that we are standing up to bullying and                          
supporting individuals that are being treated unfairly by others’. 
 
I was really proud to see so many staff and students take 
part in the whole Anti-Bullying week as well as the odd 
socks day, it was brilliant to see the whole Durrington                 
community come together to support a really important 
topic. We will continue to develop our work around Anti-
Bullying to ensure that Durrington High School is a safe and 
happy place for all of our students to thrive.  
  
Mr Poole 
Anti-Bullying Lead 



 

Learning Resource Area 

 

Year 7 

 

 



Recommended reading 

Year 8 

Recommended reading 



LRA recommended reading 

Year 9 



#ComputerScience #PerformingArts 

 

#StudentLibrarians 

Christmas Book Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHS Student Librarians 

 
Does your child love reading? Do they love spending time in the LRA? Perhaps 

they would be interested in joining the amazing student librarian team.                                    
Application forms can be obtained from the LRA. Closing date 9th December.   



 

The DHS Platinum Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was an absolute pleasure to have former Head Boy Morton Woodburn back 
in school last week to speak to our Platinum Academy students prior to the                          
beginning of their mock exams. Morton is now a Fighter Co-ordinator based at 
the National Air and Space Operations Centre at RAF High Wycombe where he 
oversees the work of around 100 RAF staff. 
 
During his talk Morton spoke to students about his life post-Durrington, the 
choices he made that have led him to his current position and what he learned 
from his time at Durrington. Morton also gave advice to students on how to 
manage the challenges of the exam period, being organised and overcoming 
life’s challenges.  
 
The talk was highly inspirational and the student feedback incredibly positive, 
so much so that we are looking forward to Morton coming back in the Spring to 
talk to our whole year 10 cohort. 

Going beyond our best 



 

 

Last week we welcomed back our ex-year 11s when they came in to collect their 
GCSE certificates. 
 
This was a great opportunity to catch up with this wonderful year group and to 
find out what they are up to now, and how they are enjoying their further                     
education courses, apprenticeships and work placements. 
 
Drinks and nibbles were served and the evening was enjoyed by all. We wish 
you all the best with your futures and don’t forget to keep in touch! 

 

 

 

 

DHS Class of 2024 



KAPP nominations 

 
 

Our system of KAPP rewards and recognition ensures we are able to award     

students for going beyond their best in a variety of ways.  

How can you nominate your child?  

It’s very simple. Just let us know if your son/daughter has done/achieved 

something amazing and you think it might be worth a Kindness or Pride badge. 

We have tried to make things as simple as possible. The only thing you need to 

do is complete the form below, telling us about your child’s accomplishments. 

KAPP rewards recognition form  

Aspiration and Perseverance badges will be rewarded by the school, through 

teaching staff and house teams.  

#KAPPAwards 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeN0u3DnEa1N70Jee2q57znn9w2rL6JvRZS6pfzNB7zzoD9Ew/viewform


#ComputerScience #PerformingArts #DurringtonValues 

 

Durrington High Values 



Inspiring Future Teachers 
 

Going beyond our best 



Get into teaching event 

 

Get into Teaching –Information Coffee Morning on 16th January 2025 
at 8.30am to 9.30am   

Venue: Durrington High School  

 
Find out about Teacher Training with Inspiring Future Teachers - South 
Downs Teacher Training and what a career in teaching has to offer. 
 
This event is for anyone interested in training to teach in either the       
primary or secondary sector - start date September 2025.     
 
This Get into Teaching event will include a presentation about our 
Postgraduate School Based Teacher Training programmes as well as 
the chance to ask experts about your teacher training options and 
what it’s like to teach. You will also receive one-to-one advice on the 
application process, the training program, and finances.     
 
Please complete the form in full. Any queries should be directed to                     
info@southdownsscitt.co.uk 

 

Express your interest in attending here: Get into teaching event 

mailto:info@southdownsscitt.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjXUhMZFun_9IeZajsCmPUrAhuiIH1wxsVFZMA3Yv_X4fbjQ/viewform


#GetInvolved 

 



#ComputerScience #DHSEnrichment 

 



 Term dates 2024/2025 

 
 

 

 

Spring Term 2025 

 
Monday 6 January – Friday 4 April 
 
Half Term 
•Monday 17 February – Friday 21                                        
  February 

 

                                   Summer term 2025 

 
Tuesday 22 April – Tuesday 22 July 
 
Half Term 
•Monday 26 May to Friday 30 May 

 
 

INSET Days: 
• Friday 27 June 
 
Bank holidays 
• Monday 21 April 
• Monday 5 May 

 

Autumn Term 2024 

 
Monday 2 September – Friday 20 December 

 
Half Term 
•Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November 

 

INSET Days 

•Monday 2 September 
•Tuesday 3 September 

•Friday 22 November 

INSET Days: 
• Thursday 23 January 
• Friday 24 January  
• Monday 10 March  
• Tuesday 11 March 



Diary Dates   

• Year 8 consultation evening - Thursday 5th December 

• Carol Service at St Andrews Church - Monday 16th                     

December 

 
 

Sign up to our newsletter 

 

• Our newsletter is sent out fortnightly to parents & carers 

and we aim to cover as much as possible from across the 

school. If your family and friends would like to receive  

our fortnightly editions they can sign up here: Newsletter 

 
 

Social media 

 

Don’t forget you can follow all the latest news on our social 

media pages:  

• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• Instagram 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxziPTOM-VcFJ47jhzlxAPOq8nZQuV8hON_m5uaUZKKlpG9Q/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/DurringtonHighSchool/
https://twitter.com/DurringtonHigh
https://www.instagram.com/dhssocialofficial/


Durrington High School 

The Boulevard 

Worthing 

West Sussex 

BN13 1JX 

 

01903 244957 

admin@durring.com 

durringtonhighschool.co.uk 

Going beyond our best through               

Kindness, Aspiration,                                  

Perseverance and Pride 


